WAR WORK
from some influential people came from an inventor who claimed to have produced gold from quicksilver. It is true that quicksilver in a vessel containing gas at a low pressure sometimes gets coated over with a yellow film of some compound of quicksilver when a current of electricity passes through the gas. To some people everything that glitters is gold, and the inventor, who had observed this, thought he was making gold out of quicksilver. This had been brought to the notice of the Government and again an agitation began, urging them to do something. Mr Arthur Balfour came to me and asked me to go into the matter, as questions were sure to be asked in the House, and the Government would be in a stronger position to answer them if they could say that they had already taken steps to have the discovery investigated. Accordingly I suggested several experiments, and said if these were made in my presence I would be prepared to express a definite opinion on the discovery. These, however, were never made, for it was discovered that attempts were being made to induce people to take shares in a syndicate to exploit the discovery by saying that the King was taking a keen interest in it, while as a matter of fact His Majesty had never even heard of it. The Government thought that this would be quite a sufficient answer to any question that might be raised in the House.
Owing to my connection with the B.I.R., I saw a good deal of Lord Fisher between 1915 and 1918. I never came across anyone with such pronounced personality, nor with such extraordinary driving power. His method was that of the mailed fist rather than the gloved hand, and in carrying out his schemes he made many enemies and hurt many people's feelings. When different schemes 217